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the councils do not delegate administrative authority over
important civic services to semi-independent commissions,
boards, or ad hoc committees separate from the council.
They hold fast to the cardinal British principle of concen-
trating  in   the   council   full   administrative   responsibility.
This fact is all the more significant in that the South African
cities, influenced here again by British boroughs in the era
of gas and water socialism,  are directly accountable for
numerous public services and varied public trade.   Johan-
nesburg, for example, owns and operates gas works, electri-
city stations,  public transport, abattoirs, ice plants, and
an iron-foundry and brickfield to supply other civic depart-
ments.   In all these cases permanent officials act as managers
under the direction of committees of the council.   Contrary
also to the usual  Canadian practice is the extraction of
profit from the public utilities in order to meet general
civic   expenses.     The   electricity   department   has   made
substantial returns above cost which it has poured into the
general treasury.    Indeed the varied public services have
together contributed as much as 60 per cent of the gross
income of the municipality.18    Here clearly the procedure
resembles more closely what is found in some countries of
continental   Europe  than  in  the  English-speaking world.
Another significant feature of the cities is their possession
of extensive public lands which may be used or sold by the
councils.    Johannesburg has an area of some eighty-four
square   miles,   Pretoria   sixty-seven   and   Durban    sixty.
Opportunities are thus provided   for   town-planning, but
seldom adequately realized because of the tardy and inade-
quate legislation of the Provincial Councils.    Nevertheless
the large area has an obvious advantage.    It permits the
cities to grow without the cramping interference of small
and   jealous   neighbours,   and   enables   a   more   equitable
distribution  of municipal  income  among all  the citizens
wherever they happen to live.    Moreover it adds to the
amenities of townspeople in parks, gardens and playgrounds,
especially when it embraqes an area of such rare beauty as
l8Maud, City Government: The Johannesburg Experiment, 293.